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In a high-tech future, a game debugger uses forbidden
technology to enter a virtual world and spend time with the
object of his affections - a video game character who runs a cafe.
As his visits become more frequent, the boundaries between
reality and the game world blur, forcing the debugger to
question the nature of love, consciousness, and reality.

In 2073, the Dream Reality Engine is released, allowing gamers to
fully enter the worlds of their favorite computer games in a dream-
like state. However, due to safety concerns, the device is quickly
banned. Years later, ], a game debugging specialist, stumbles across
the banned device in an electronics flea market. Spurred by
curiosity, he purchases it and enters the world of his favorite classic

game, Doomsday Library.

As he works his way through the game levels, ] finds he wants to
spend more and more time with Saya, an in-game character who
runs a coffee shop. Although Saya can only speak the stock phrases
she is programmed with, in her presence, | finds a sense of peace
and belonging. Over time, ]J's obsession with the game deepens
until one day, Saya mysteriously breaks free from her
programming and asks if he is from “the outside world”. The game
immediately shuts down, and afterwards, Saya disappears from
the game. After the loss of Saya, the boundaries of J’s reality blur.
At the same time, he begins to suspect there is a deeper secret that
lies hidden behind his jumbled experience of the game world, his
dreams, and waking life.

Blurring the lines between reality and virtual reality, author/artist
Ding Pao-Yen has delivered a compelling sci-fi love story that
reveals its deeper truths one tantalizing layer at a time. The depth
of J's longing will linger long after the story ends, even as readers
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are reassured by knowing they are not alone in their search for

human warmth in a world dominated by technology.

Ding Pao-Yen HZ*fERE (THHZ)

A graduate of National Kaohsiung Normal University’s Department
of Fine Arts, Ding Pao-Yen works simultaneously in the fields of
comic books and contemporary art. A lover of video games and sci-fi,
he has been publishing his original comics and staging solo
exhibitions since 2014. In 2019 he was a resident artist at the
Angouléme International Comics Festival. His previous works
include Dinosaur Gallery, Maybe I Should Find a Job Trilogy, Road to
Nowhere, and From the Dream Dimension. Road to Nowhere has been
published in French by MISMA.
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I'm SO
SORRY!
WORK'S
CRAZY BUSY
SO T ASKED
my SISTER
TO BRING IT
OVeR!



WE'RE
HOPING YOU
CAN HUNT
DOWN THE
BUBS FOR
us, LIKE LAST
TImg!

AND BY
THE WAY.

HUHZ
OH, THAT!
HA HAl

JusT HAVE

ALOOK!

WE'LL PAY

you!

DID YOou
REALLY NEED
TO TELL YOUR
SISTER ABOUT
My DREAMS.?

THE CORE
COPE FOR OUR
COMPANY'S
NEW GAME
IS ONIT,

IT KEEPS
GLITCHING!

HEY.
ICANT
PROMISE I
CAN FIGURE
OUT WHATS
WRONG..



IF IT'S BOTHERING
YOU MAYBE YOU
SHOULD HEAD BACK
INTO THE GAME
FOR ANOTHER
LOOK?

WHATEVER.
I NEED TO
WORK.



The ordinary
glasses are easier
to use. But these

DreamReality glasses
are awesome!









OR MAYBE

IT'S MEANT
TO LOOK LIKE
THIS?
THIS
LOOKS
SERIOUS!
HELLO! IM WOAH!
YOUR IN-GAME
ASSISTANT!
WHAT'S THAT THE NPCS
MEANT TO SEEM GLITCHY
MEANI? THIS IS T00.
JUST HOW I

LOOK!



OKAY OKAY

BUT
EVERYTHING
ELSE IS
ACTUALLY
CORRUPTER



THIS IS MEANT
TOBE A
CUTE LITTLE
TOWN FULL
OF ADORABLE
ANIMALS.

OH? THIS DATA Ho. LLO.
WAS WRITTEN
AGES AGO.
YEAH NOBODY
HAS PLAYED
OUR GAME FOR
A LONG TIME!
OKAY OKAY
THEYRE ALL
CORRUPTED

TOO



HUH?

WHO IS
THATI?

Was |
seeing
things?

WHAT'S
WRONG?

THERES..
THERE'S
NOTHING OVER
THERE, IS
THERE?

NOT THAT
THATS A
PROBLEM

OKAY OKAY?



Weird...

HEY!
WHAT 7! ANOTHER
INTRUPER? THIS IS
MEANT TO PEMY
INTRUPERS OWN PERSONAL
MUST PE PARAPDISE!

PELETED!

FOUND IT!



WAAH!

NN
EVERY THING
FIXED?

NO IVE
FROZEN IT W
FOR NOW 44



TURNS OUT THIS
ISN'T THE SOURCE
OF THE PROBLEM.
ILL DO A REVERSE

TRACE

N-NOT
THE
IVE FOUND SOURCE!
THE TRAIL!
NOwW, WE

FOLLOW IT



ALTHOUGH..
How COME
YOU HAIEN'T
BEEN
CORRUPTED?

OKAY OKAY
WHO KNOWS?



SO. IT LOOKS
LIKE THS IS
THE EDGE OF
THE GAME?

GAME
OVER!



I KNEW
IT!



YOU WERE
THE SOURCE
OF THE
CORRUPTION!

OKAY OKAY.
SOE.



ITS

IMPOSSIBLE..

SURELY ITS
NOT.

A SELF-
AWARE
STRUE
TURE?

obR.

IT WASN'T
EXTERNAL COPE
THAT CAUSED
THE PROBLEM
THE COPE
ITSELF MUTATER

AND
DECIDED
TO CHANGE
THE ENTIRE
GAME OF ITS
OWN FREE
WILL..

0. KAY.



OH SO

THERE WAS
A PUBLIC
BETA
TEST.
BUT EVERYONE
HATED THE
GRAPHICS AND
THE GAME WAS
WITHPRAWN...
NO!
WA(T!

a. YEs!
THIS
SMy

WORLR

wHY
SHOULY 1
SHARE (T
WITH YOU
FREAKS?

DOES
THAT
EXPLAIN
T2

WELL,
A JOBS A JOE.



™M
EXHAUSTER.






IM. IM TIRED
OF DOING THIS
KIND OF WORK...

I THINK THE
PROBLEMS AWESOME!
SOLVEDR EVERY THINGS
BACK TO
NORMAL!

WHAT'S
WRONG?
SOMETHING
ON YOUR
MIND?

How CoME?
YOURE THE
BEST BUG-
HUNTER I
KNOW



I WANT
TO MAKE
GAMES TOO!

I ALWAYS
SAID WE
SHOULD WORK
TOGETHER!

OH! YOUVE
NEVER TOLD
ME THESE
BEFORE. WHAT
THINGS?

HONESTLY
THERE ARE
THINGS ID
RATHER DO.

ITS NOT TOO LATE
FOR A CAREER
CHANGE, BUT. WERE
ALMOST 30!

ID STILL
PREFER TO
WORK ALONE.. IM ALWAYS
PELETING
THINGS. ITS

DEPRESSING..

WHAT?



THS.. THIS ISN'T

ANYTHNG TO DO
WITH YOUR VIRTUAL
GRLFREND S [T?
OH PLEASE
M TRYNG
0 BE
SERIOUS
THANKS! TLL
BE IN TOUCH
Whata NEXT TIME!
joke...

As ifit's
anything to
do with her...
I mean, it
isn't, is it?





















PROGRANMMING,
ERROR)



HUH?
What

on earth
went
wrong...

WHY
™ DIDN'T YOU
HERE! CALL ME?
WHAT WILL THE
NEIGHBORS
THINK?
WOW m
! BROTHER
T
s ez AP0
WITH HM

YOU TWO
ARE SO
ANNOYING..



THE DISPLAY
JUST FLICKERS
WHEN I HOOK
THE GLASSES
W

HUH?
WHATS THIS?
IS THS
AN OLD R
HEAPSET.

ITSA
SAMPLE
PROPUCT FROM
ANOTHER
COMPANY

WHAT IS
IT? WHAT
K IT?

WHAT IS
WRONG
WITH YOUR
CONSOLE?

LET ME
SEE YOUR
GLASSES..

YOU CANT

EVEN SEE

THROUGH
IT.

HEY!



OKAY THAT

SHOULD WORK
NOW! WASN'T
ANY THING
SERIOUS.
THANKS!
OH..
OH YES!
I WANT TO
SHOW You
MY GAME!
OKAY THEN..
HMM THE
LIGHTING
EFFECTS ARE
4, KINDA GOOP2.
ﬂfyg;q/yﬂf
%—;}%6 2o, e
DA/V@ "747/4’ % A/s?g
iy 77[[ S,Pol/ﬁ? o
o) Hg L, Avd , Ky
%P Z//VD g/l/'r <
/"7/,!,4[ e



IN THAT
CASE...

Wait! Hey,

how come
| can feel
things?

T'LL
CARRY
you!

Wow! SO

THIS IS WHAT
I LOOK LIKE
IN THE
GAME..
WHAT'S
WRONG?Z
CAN'T YOU
GET LP2
THERE'S
NO NEED!
WOW!

HA HAl MY

STOMACH
HURTS..



YOURE SO
BORING!

LALA
LAl
HA HAI
OKAY.
I THINK
THATS
ENOUGH!
Weird!
Did she

leave?



obR.

UmMmM?

FOR
WHAT?

HUH?
AND ITS
EVENING
ALREADY?
SHE
CANT
HAVE
IS THAT
YOU? SAVA?
OH YES! I WAS
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING
BIZARRE.
WHAT WAS

I DOING..



ACAME I
USED TO
ENJOY
PLAYING..

A GAME?

I OH Br
A SEARCH INSTALLED ~ THE wAY.
ENGINE? A SEARCH
ENGINE
IN YOUR
BRAIN.



YOU HAD
NO RIGHT..

TRY IT
OUT.

I THINK
THAT'S IT!



HUHI IT'S
ACTUALLY
HERE!

I'E BEEN
DREAMING OF
ONE OF THE

NPCS..



WHICH ONE?
Do You

gecause "EAN ME?

I'MRIGHT
HERE!

PIDNT I TELL
YOU I WAS DEEP
IN THE FILE
SYSTEM?

BUT I LOOKED

FOR SO LONG. I

CHECKED EVERY
FOLDER..

YOU? ARE YOU
STILL IN THE
GAME? YOU
CANT BE.



IM SO GLAD
YOU LOOKED
FOR ME..BUT I
WAS HERE..

THIS TIME..
ILL BE HERE!
IM BACK!



None of it
was true!

Our tech
was just
more
advanced...

Heavens...

It's happening
again! | don't
know what’s
adream and
what’s real...

All that talk
of us using
people's brains
to create
an artificial
consciousness
was lies!
The DR Host
incident years
ago showed us
how weak your
human brains
were...
We
wouldn't
do that

again!



ITS REALLY
HERE..

OH..



Will it be
like she said
it would be in
the dream?

Who
knows... I'll
have to find

out...
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