
  

 

CONSOLE, 2073 
2073 年的電子玩具 
 
* 2023 Golden Comic Award 
 
In a high-tech future, a game debugger uses forbidden 
technology to enter a virtual world and spend time with the 
object of his affections – a video game character who runs a cafe. 
As his visits become more frequent, the boundaries between 
reality and the game world blur, forcing the debugger to 
question the nature of love, consciousness, and reality. 

 
 
In 2073, the Dream Reality Engine is released, allowing gamers to 
fully enter the worlds of their favorite computer games in a dream-
like state. However, due to safety concerns, the device is quickly 
banned. Years later, J, a game debugging specialist, stumbles across 
the banned device in an electronics flea market. Spurred by 
curiosity, he purchases it and enters the world of his favorite classic 
game, Doomsday Library. 
 
As he works his way through the game levels, J finds he wants to 
spend more and more time with Saya, an in-game character who 
runs a coffee shop. Although Saya can only speak the stock phrases 
she is programmed with, in her presence, J finds a sense of peace 
and belonging. Over time, J’s obsession with the game deepens 
until one day, Saya mysteriously breaks free from her 
programming and asks if he is from “the outside world”. The game 
immediately shuts down, and afterwards, Saya disappears from 
the game. After the loss of Saya, the boundaries of J’s reality blur. 
At the same time, he begins to suspect there is a deeper secret that 
lies hidden behind his jumbled experience of the game world, his 
dreams, and waking life. 
 
Blurring the lines between reality and virtual reality, author/artist 
Ding Pao-Yen has delivered a compelling sci-fi love story that 
reveals its deeper truths one tantalizing layer at a time. The depth 
of J’s longing will linger long after the story ends, even as readers 
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are reassured by knowing they are not alone in their search for 
human warmth in a world dominated by technology. 
 

Ding Pao-Yen 日安焦慮（丁柏晏） 

A graduate of National Kaohsiung Normal University’s Department 
of Fine Arts, Ding Pao-Yen works simultaneously in the fields of 
comic books and contemporary art. A lover of video games and sci-fi, 
he has been publishing his original comics and staging solo 
exhibitions since 2014. In 2019 he was a resident artist at the 
Angoulême International Comics Festival. His previous works 
include Dinosaur Gallery, Maybe I Should Find a Job Trilogy, Road to 
Nowhere, and From the Dream Dimension. Road to Nowhere has been 
published in French by MISMA. 

 
 



This might not be the best job



I'm so 
sorry! 
Work's 

crazy busy 
so I asked 
my sister 

to bring it 
over!



The core 
code for our 

company's 
new game 
is on it. 
It keeps 

glitching!

We're 
hoping you 
can hunt 
down the 
bugs for 

us, like last 
time!

Hey... 

I can't 

promise I 

can figure 

out what's 

wrong...

Just have 
a look! 

We'll pay 
you!

And by 

the way...

Did you 

really need 

to tell your 

sister about 

my dreams...?

Huh? 
Oh, that! 

Ha ha!



If it's bothering 
you maybe you 

should head back 
into the game 
for another 

look?

Whatever. 

I need to 

work.



The ordinary 
glasses are easier 
to use. But these 

DreamReality glasses 
are awesome! 







This 

looks 

serious!

Or maybe 

it's meant 

to look like 

this?

Woah!Hello! I'm 

your in-game 

assistant!

The NPCs 

seem glitchy 

too...

What's that 

meant to 

mean!? This is 

just how I 

look!



Okay, okay.

But 

everything 

else is 

actually 

corrupted.



This is meant 

to be a 

cute little 

town full 

of adorable 

animals.

Ho... llo...

Okay okay. 

They’re all 

corrupted 

too.

Oh? This data 

was written 

ages ago...

Yeah! Nobody 

has played 

our game for 

a long time! 



Not that 

that's a 

problem, 

okay, okay?  

Huh? 

What's 

wrong? 

Who is 

that!?

There's... 

There's 

nothing over 

there, is 

there? 

Was I 
seeing 
things? 



Weird...

Hey!

What?! Another 

intruder? This is 

meant to be my 

own personal 

paradise!

Intruders 

must be 

deleted!

Found it!



Waah!

So is 

everything 

fixed? 

Waah... 

No. I've 

frozen it 

for now.  



Turns out this 

isn't the source 

of the problem... 

I'll do a reverse 

trace.

N-Not 

the 

source!
I've found 

the trail! 

Now, we 

follow it.



Although... 

How come 

you haven't 

been 

corrupted?

Okay, okay. 

Who knows?



So... It looks 

like this is 

the edge of 

the game?

Game 

over!



I knew 

it!



Okay, okay... 

Sob...

You were 

the source 

of the 

corruption!



Odd... 

It wasn't 

external code 

that caused 

the problem, 

the code 

itself mutated.

And 

decided 

to change 

the entire 

game of its 

own free 

will...

O... kay...

It's 

impossible... 

Surely it's 

not...

A self-

aware 

struc-

ture?



O... Yes! 

This 

is my 

world.

Why 

should I 

share it 

with you 

freaks?

Oh, so 

there was 

a public 

beta 

test...

But everyone 

hated the 

graphics and 

the game was 

withdrawn...

Does 

that 

explain 

it?

Well, 

a job's a job...

No! 

Wait!



I'm 

exhausted...





Awesome! 

Everything's 

back to 

normal!

I think the 

problem's 

solved.

What's

 wrong? 

Something 

on your 

mind?

I'm... I'm tired 

of doing this 

kind of work...

How come? 

You're the 

best bug-

hunter I 

know.



Honestly, 

there are 

things I'd 

rather do...Oh! You’ve 

never told 

me these 

before. What 

things?

It's not too late 

for a career 

change, but... we're 

almost 30!

I want 

to make 

games too!
I...

What?

I'm always 

deleting 

things. It's 

depressing...

I always 

said we 

should work 

together!

I’d still 

prefer to 

work alone...



This... this isn't 

anything to do 

with your virtual 

girlfriend, is it?

Oh, please. 

I’m trying 

to be 

serious.

Thanks! I'll 

be in touch 

next time!
What a 
joke...

As if it's 
anything to 
do with her... 
I mean, it 
isn't, is it?



You found 

another 

of his 

books! 

Awesome!

Today's iced 

coffee!

Thanks!



Must have 
fallen 

asleep...

If only 
I could 

stay here 
forever...

Oh!

How was 

today's 

coffee?



I 

slept 

until 

noon 

again...

I was up 

very early 

yesterday.

But 

I still 

couldn't 

sleep last 

night...

Maybe I'm 
drinking 

too much 
coffee?

As long 

as you're 

enjoying 

it!

Hey. Can 
she read my 

thoughts?



Why... Why 

were you 

there?

I... I 

remember 

now...

That place, 

it's... it's the 

outside 

world...

The 

outside 

world?



What on 

earth is 

wrong? 

Saya?

I saw it, 

I'm sure... 

The outside 

world!



And you're 

from the 

outside 

world, 

right?

My... 

my body!

Take me 

there!

System error 
detected. 

Terminating 
program... 



I can't 

see 

anything... 

I...

Greetings. 
I am Admin. 

Due to a 
programming programming 

error,error,

we are 
restarting 
the game.

That was the 
last time she 
ever appeared 
in the game...



What 
on earth 

went 
wrong...

Huh?

Why 

didn't you 

call me? 

What will the 

neighbors 

think?

I'm 

here!

My 

brother 

said you 

were out 

with him!

Wow! 

I haven't 

been here 

for ages!

You two 

are so 

annoying...



What is 

wrong 

with your 

console?
The display 

just flickers 

when I hook 

the glasses 

up!

Let me 

see your 

glasses...

Huh? 

What's this? 

Is this 

an old VR 

headset...

You can't 

even see 

through 

it...

 What is 

it? What 

is it?

Hey! 

It's a 

sample 

product from 

another 

company.



Okay, that 

should work 

now! Wasn't 

anything 

serious.

Thanks!

Oh yes! 

I want to 

show you 

my game!

Oh...

Okay then... 

Hmm, the 

lighting 

effects are 

kinda good...Huh! What are 

you doing 

sitting there, 

Miss Sakura? It's 

dangerous! We 

still haven't 

found the 
criminal.



Wow! So 

this is what 

I look like 

in the 

game...

What's 
wrong? 

Can't you 
get up?

In that 
case... 

I'll 
carry 
you!

There's 

no need!
Wow!

Wait! Hey, 
how come 
I can feel 
things?

Ha ha! My 

stomach 

hurts...



You're so 

boring!

La la 

la! 

Ha ha!

Okay... 

I think 

that's 

enough!

Weird! 
Did she 
leave?



She 

can't 

have.

Huh? 

And it's 

evening 

already?

Odd... 

Umm?

Is that 

you? Saya?

Bizarre. 

What was 

I doing...

Oh yes! I was 

looking for 

something.

For 

what?



A game I 

used to 

enjoy 

playing...

A game?

Oh, by 

the way...

I 

installed 

a search 

engine 

in your 

brain.

A search 

engine?



You had 

no right...

Try it 

out...

I think 

that's it!



Huh! It's 

actually 

here!

I've been 

dreaming of 

one of the 

NPCs...



Which one? 

Do you 

mean me?
Because 

I'm right 

here!

You? Are you 

still in the 

game? You 

can't be...

Didn't I tell 

you I was deep 

in the file 

system? 

But I looked 

for so long... I 

checked every 

folder...



I’m so glad 

you looked 

for me... but I 

was here...

This time... 

I'll be here! 

I'm back!



None of it 
was true!

All that talk 
of us using 

people's brains 
to create 

an artificial 
consciousness 

was lies!
Our tech 
was just 
more 

advanced...

The DR Host 
incident years 
ago showed us 
how weak your 
human brains 

were...

Heavens...

We 
wouldn't 
do that 
again!

It's happening 
again! I don't 
know what's 
a dream and 
what's real...



Oh...

It's really 

here...



Will it be 
like she said 

it would be in 
the dream?

Who 
knows... I'll 
have to find 

out...



Loading






